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Colorado Current SNOTEL SWE % of Normal



Colorado 2024 SNOTEL SWE % of Normal



Colorado Statewide Time Series Snowpack 



Animas River Time Series Snowpack 2025
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Upper Colorado Above Lake Powell (130 Sites) Time Series Snowpack 2025



Upper Colorado Above Lake Powell (130 Sites) Time Series Snowpack 2024
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San Juan River Basin Tea Cup Diagram (2025)



San Juan River Basin Tea Cup Diagram (2024)



Reservoir Storage in Colorado



Upper Colorado River Basin Tea Cup Diagram (2025)



Upper Colorado River Basin Tea Cup Diagram (2024)



Lake Powell Unregulated Flow



Lake Powell Month Release Volume



Lower Colorado River Basin Tea Cup Diagram (2024)



Lower Colorado River Basin Tea Cup Diagram (2025)



Active Reservoir Storage, 2000-2025



How Did We Get Here?



Animas River at Durango, CO (USGS 09361500)
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Key Points



Animas River at Durango, CO (USGS 09361500)
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Lake Powell -1983 Flood



Some Good News…



Questions?

Links and References
• Rapid intensification of the emerging southwestern North American 

megadrought in 2020–2021

• https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6sm1c6hf

• The Future Hydrology of the Colorado River Basin

• https://qcnr.usu.edu/coloradoriver/futures

• High Country News “How Lake Powell almost broke free of Glen 

Canyon Dam this summer” Dec. 12, 1983 

• https://www.hcn.org/issues/15.23/how-lake-powell-almost-broke-

free-of-glen-canyon-dam

“Science Be Dammed: How Ignoring Inconvenient Science Drained the 

Colorado River” Eric Kuhn and John Fleck

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6sm1c6hf
https://qcnr.usu.edu/coloradoriver/futures
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